[Hepatitis-C virus and hepatoma].
To clarify the relationship between hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), frozen serum samples from 213 patients with histologically proven liver cirrhosis alone (96 alcoholics, 59 HBsAg positive, 29 non-A, non-B hepatitis, 29 cryptogenic) and 40 patients with liver cirrhosis and HCC (12 alcoholics, 7 HBsAg positive, 7 non-A, non-B hepatitis, 14 cryptogenic) were analyzed for antibodies to hepatitis C virus (anti-HCV) with the ortho-HCV-ELISA. The results were as follows. 50 of 253 (20%) patients were anti-HCV positive. The prevalence of anti-HCV was significantly higher in patients with HCC than in patients without HCC (14 of 40 [35%] vs 36 of 213 [17%]; p less than 0.001). In anti-HCV-positive patients HCC were significantly more frequent than in anti-HCV-negative patients (14 of 50 [28%] vs 26 of 203 [13%]; p less than 0.001). The significantly higher occurrence of HCC in anti-HCV-positive patients was not related to other known risk factors such as alcoholism or chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection. Patients with HCV infection as the only risk factor also had a significantly higher occurrence of HCC (12 of 38 [32%] vs 26 of 203 [13%]; p less than 0.001). Our data suggest that chronic HCV infection plays an important role in the pathogenesis of HCC, in particular in patients with cirrhosis unrelated to alcohol or HBV infection.